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> THE following Diſcourſe was delivered wholly 
extempore, without the leaſt thought of publication. At the 
particular requeſt of many of my friends, to whom I owe a 
deference, it is now preſented to the public. -I have endeav- 
oured, as far as my recolleftion would ſerve, to preſerve the 
ſentiments and ideas, and have not defignedly omitted any 
thing. Nothing efential is added. 


To the bleſſing of Almighty God I commit it, praying that 
he would make it a mean of eſtabliſhing his people if the 
truth, ſo that they may not be carried about with every wind 


of doctrine. 
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ROMANS vii. 28. 


AND WE KNOW THAT ALL'| THINGS WORK TOGETHER 
FOR GO00D To THEM THAT LOVE GOD, To taza 4 
WHO ARE THE CALLED | ACCORDING T0 HIS PUR» 


POSE. 


by. CVE As 


In this chapter, the apoſtle has preſent- 
ed before us the ſafety and happineſs of all who: 
are in Chriſt Jeſus. The diſtinguiſhing character»; 
iſtics of the believer, are drawn with a plainneſs. 
not to be miſtaken. From the manner in which 
the ſubje'is introduced, we muſt conſider itas at 
inference from what had been ſaid in ſome of the 

| preceding chapters. * There is therefore now 
no condemnation. to. them who are in Chriſt -} 

Y Jeſus, who walk not after the fleſh, but after the” 
| Spirit : for the law of the Spirit of life in Chriſt, 
| Jefus hath made me free from the law of fin and; 
th.” | And not only the apoſtle, but all other. 
es who walk after the Spirit. © For what |; 
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the law could not do, in that it was weak through 
the fleſh ;”* not that the law itſelf was weak, but 
thoſe who were in the fleſh, who were under the 
influence of depravity, were weak ; therefore, 
&* God, ſending his own Son, in the likeneſs of 
ſinful fleſh, and for ſing. condemned ſin in the 
fleſh ;** that is, Chriſt in our nature condemned 
ſin, © that the righteouſneſs of the law might be ful- 
filled in” us.”” Here the apoſtle introduces the 
great myſtery of redemption ; and ſhows, that 
through the obedience and death of Chriſt, ſinners 
can be ſaved conkhiſtently with righteouſneſs, or 
with the ſtricteſt requirements of the divine law. 
The righteouſneſs of the law is not diſpenſed with 
in the goſpel method of ſalvation, but < fulfilled in 
us, who walk not after the fleſh, but after the Spi- 
rit.” - You. will here obſerve, it is not fulfilled by 
us, but in .us. ..By -virtue of our. union with 
Chriſt,, we become intereſted. in. his obedience ; 
and in this ſenſe Chriſt is ſaid to be the © end. of 
the law for righteouſneſs, to every one that be- 
lieveth,” 


[In further delineating this character, the apoſtle 
ſhows, that the real Chriſtian is'not under the in- 
fluence of a fleſhly, worldly temper, but has the 
Spirit of Chriſt dwelling in him : That he has re- 
ceived the ſpirit of adoption, by which he is ena- 
bled to call God his Father. By this gracious a& 
of adoption, he is made ©« an heir of God anda -— 
joint heir with Jeſus Chrift,” This highretation, 
however, docs not exempt the Chriltian from tri-- 
als, but only aflures him, that if he ſuffers with 
Chriſt, or for his cauſe here, he will be glorified 
with him hereafter, 
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ln order to Coppont the people: of God wy the, 
| croſſes and trials of this preſent lite, and to 
them the favourable iſſue of all their ſufferings, it. 
is added in our text, © And wwe know that all things. | 
work. together for good to them that love God, ta them 


who are the called according to bis purpoſe.” 


" 
[ 
Ds 
” 
«FIR 
iu 
s Ly 
wo 
v [ 
* 4 
_— - 
Yo Ae E \ = 
. es <= b 
« P Fs, - 
PY va » 4 = w, 
__ Sa 
* pvS 4 > . 
: Y 4 
3 5 
De | 
By - - 
= Wl LL « «4/44 mn £ - _ . 
—- —_ ——_ _— = 
% wes þ. 
Galt x. 
- . ) Py 
5 FR 4 
- =. 
' 
. ln. S 
. 
lu I 


Hm mb I 4 


i as tet... 


What an extenſive, precious promiſe 1s here! 
All things, however diverſified and contrary in 
their nature, ſhall eventually work for good to the | 
believer ; to the ſoul that loves God, But as it 
is preſumed that no perſon. ever loved God in the 
ſenſe of the text, until called by grace ; and as they 
are called according to a divine purpoſe, we' are: » 

therefore naturally led, in| contemplating the 'ſub- s 1 
oy 


St CIS II 


'$ <Wn Jo 


ject, to begin with what the apoltle places as the 
foundation of all our hopes, 1. ce, the immutable”? 
| purpole of God. 8 


From the ſubje& thus placed before us, we ſhall ; 
attempt to ſhow 


| . - . . . - ba H: 

I. What 1s 1mphcd in| being called atcording tas > 

| God's purpoſe. : 
£5 


Il. That all ſuch, and ſuch only as are thus 'call- 
ed, do really love God. 


HI, We ſhall conſider | what is the import of . 
the declaration in the text, that all things work to» 


mom} SEAT far gj0e to them who love Gd. 


It will * impoſſible to explain the apoſtle” 'Þ 5 | 
meaning in the text, and to allow him to ſpeak 1n-,' <8 
 relligibly, when he ſays, we are called according to : 4 
| Bi | purpeſe, unleſs we allow that this Pre: Fiſke. b | 
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6d antecedent to our being called. We can as ca- 
fily conceive of its having exiſted in the divine 
mind from eternity, as of its exiſting but a day 
or an hour before the event takes place. But it 
may be aſked, Has God purpoſed any thing re- 
ſpecting thoſe who are called by his grace antece« 
dent to their believing ? I anſwer, he moſt certain- 
ly has; and that their calhng 1s not owing to any 
contingent or uncertain cauſe, but according to 
this divine purpole. 


Will any perſon preſume to ſay, that the divine 
purpoſes are formed from day to day, ſo as to cor- 
reſpond to the characters of men in a ſtate of pro- 
bation ; and that the will of God is ſuſpended in its 
determinations on ſome uncertain changes in'the 
moral tempers of men? No, my brethren, we will 
not entertain a ſentiment ſo diſhonourable to the 
all-wife, omniſctent Jehovah, as to ſuppoſe he gov- 
erns his purpoſes by ſecond cauſes. With the eter- 
nal God there 1s nothing new. He clearly ſaw the 
end from. the beginning. The whole plan” of 
man's ſalvation, in its utmoſt pofſlible extent, 
was all adjuſted in the divine mind from ev- 
erlaſting. It will hence appear that the purpoſe 
of God, according to which we are called, is an 
eternal purpoſe, What has now been afferted will 
receive full conarmation by conſulting a few paſ- 
lages of ſcripture. 


That the Gentiles ſhould be fellow-Heifs with 
the Jewiſh Chriſtians, and partakers of the promiſe 
in Chriſt by the goſpel, was a myſtery, which from 


* The reader is defired to examine with candour Eph. i 4, 5. ii $, 
6—9,1t, 2 Tim. i. 9, Rom, vill, ix. x. xi. 
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the beginning of the world had been hiddenin God. 


Yet we are aflured, that the calling of the Gentiles ty 


is not the effe& of any change in their moral con- 


dition, but < according tothe ETERNAL PURPOSE 
which he purpoſed in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord.” 


It may be aſked, Does not this ſentiment mili- 
tate with the free agency of man, and with the 
general proclamation of the goſpel ? It is believed 
that it does not in the leaſt. But even if it did, 
if God has declared in his word that he has formed 
an eternal purpoſe concerning the heirs of ſalva- 
tion, and that they are called conformably to it, I 
ſhould hold myſelf bound to believe it, ſo long as 
I profeſſed to draw my ſentiments of religion mom 
the Bible. 


As this purpoſe, ſo far as it reſpeQs individuals, 
is 2 ſecret hid in the mind of God, it can have'no 
eftect in influencing any perſon to rejett the gob 
pel. Nor does it a& as a| motive on the*will of 


thoſe, who by grace are brought to embrace the. 


truth. Neither the one who rejects, nor the other 
who embraces the great ſalvation is'conſcious of 
any influence inconſiſtent with free agency. The 
one under the influence of ſovereign grace wil- 
 lingly receiyes the goſpel ; the other under the/in- 
' fluence of depravity, as freely and heartily __ 
it. 


e-are ſome who are unwilling to own that 


they wholly reject the ſentiment under conſider-_ 


ation, as there is ſo much pf it found" in the!Bis 
ble, but attempt to explain| it in a light leſs excep- 
tionable'to the feelings of depraved nature. They 
w —_ you 7 hold to election. But if oy alk 
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them how they hold it, you will be anſwered that 
we are elefted when we believe, and not before. 
But how can it be ſaid that we are called according 
to his purpoſe, if no purpoſe refpeting our falvation 
exiſted until we believe? If our being choſen 18 an 
effe&t of our believing, or in conſequence of it, 
then it will unavoidably follow, that God's choice 
is dependent on ours : for in believing, the ſoul 
actually chooſes God for its portion and everlaſting 
all. This ſentiment makes our believing the caule 
of God's chooſing us ; while the ſertrment 1 ad- 
vocate, makes God's choice the cauſe of our be- 
heving. The former, while it fooths and flatters 
the pride of the ſinner, decerives ham, by leading 
him to believe that he can choote what his heart 1s 
totally oppoſed to ; the latter, although it abaſes 
the creature in the duſt, exalts the character of 
God, who by his ſovereign grace ſaves the finner; 
who would never do any thing, 1t let atone, to fave 


himſelf. 


Do we not, my brethren, in all caſes where we 
elet perſons to any office, or to fill any place of 
truit, act in a fimilar manner ? Do we, when we 
chooſe a perſon to repreſent us in the Legiſlature 
of our Commonwealth, firſt put him into office, 
and then chooſe him ? Or. do we chooſe him in br- 
der to put him into office? Moſt certainly the lat- 
ter. The very ſuppoſition that we get onda” 
ſomehow or other, and by our-own'exerti Ce 
come believers, and then God'chooſes us to eternal 
glory, is too abſurd to be-admitted. 


If, to evade the force of the foregoing reaſoning, 
it ſhould be faid, that ſinners are not converted by 


that own unaſſiſted exertions, but by the rofl 


| the difficulty is not obviated. For one of | two 
things will neceſſarily follow ; either that God ops 
crates 1n 2 greater degree upon them that believe, 
than upon others, or that|they had ſome previous 
good diſpoſitions, which the others did not poſ- 
tels. Let the oppoſers of the dodtrine of ſovereign 
grace chooſe which ſide of the dilemma they pleaſes 


Thoſe who deny the eternal purpoſe. of God; 
reſpecting his people, frequently argue from Peter's 
addrefiing his brethren, as © Ele& according to the 


foreknowledge of God, through ſanctification of - 


the ſpirit unto obedience, | and ſprinkling of the 
blood of Jeſus Chriſt,” They here underſtand 
the apoſtle to aflert their eleQion to be at the time 
they are ſantified through the Spirit unto obedi- 
Ence ; or in other words, at the time of their con- 
verhon. But they ſeem to overlook an important 
part of the paſſage, which declares their eleQion|to 
be according to the fareknowledge of God. But what 
has the forcknowledge of God to do with their 
election, in caſe this depends on their believing ? 


Should it be faid, that God'foreknew they would 


believe ; I aſk, How did God foreknow this ? Was 
it from his foreſeeing any previous diſpoſition in 
them to believe? or from his own eternal purpoſe 
to bring them to the knowledge of falvation in 
their effe&tual calling? Our text aſſerts the latter 3 
that thoſe who love God are © called according td 


his purpole. wel. 

* The apoſtle Peter is, however, by ſome, made to ſig 

CERT ans fer The pallage referred tg is 
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ences of the Spirit of God, it will be admitted, but 
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That the apoliles were agreed in this important 
fentiment, and that I have given the true ſenſe of 
the foregoing paſſage, will more fully appear, by 
comparing it with our context. Here Paul con- 
tinues the argument with great force and plainnels. 
« For,” ſaith he, © whom: he did foreknow, them 
he alſo did'predeſtinate; to be conformed to the 
image of his Son.” To predeſtinate, 1s to foreor- 
gain ; 1 know of no other: fair meaning to the 
word. He has not, as the oppoſers of the fenti- 
ment argue, predeſtinated perſons to live as they 
li, and-die impenitent, and-yet go to heaven ; +no, 
but to be conformed to the image of his Son. He' has: 
choſen them to be holy here, and happy forever. 
To place the matter it would ſeem beyond the pol- 
ſibility of a doubt, the apoſtle continues, © More- 


2 Pet. i. 10. © Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence 
to. make-your calling and election ſure ; for if ye do theſe things 
ye ſhall never fall.” Much ſtreſs has been laid upon the'apol- 
tle's mentioning calling firlt, before e/edion. But who were the 
perſons addrefted ? "The firlt verſe will inform us. © To them 
who have obtained like precious faith with us.Y What, and got 
to do'ſomething yet to be elefted ! How long is it to be fup- 
poled a man may'be a behever and not eleted ? Very pro- 
bably the perions whom the apoſtle addrefſed had been poſ- 
ſelled of this precious faith, ſome. for months,, and others / for 
years. Be this as It may, one thing is certain, they are ſaid to 
have precious faith, and are called in the text © brethren ;” there- 
fore they muſt have been both called and elefied before this, ac- 
cording to-theſentiments of thoſe who ſuppoſe men to be ele&Q- 
ed when they believe : tor none-elſe are mentioned in the com 
text but behevers. Thoſe who make ſo much account of the 
order in which theſe two words are placed by Peter, are deſir- 
ed to compare them with the following paſſage of Paul, 2 'Tim. 
I. 9. © Who hath /aved us, and called us with an holy calling, 
not according to our works, but according to his own purpoſe 


and grace, which was given us in Chriſt Jeſus before the world 
began.” I 


CR} NGC 


) 


over, whom he did dhred-lns them he alſo call. {45:4 
'ed; and whom he called, them he alſo juſtified; *-* | 
and whom he Juſtihed, them he alſo glorified. wil: 
We may here join with| the apoſtle and aſk, :; 

* What ſhall we fay to theſe things ? If God' be 3 

be for us, who can be againſt us ?”* Here, my © 
brethren, you fee a complete chain ; and © the -: 
ſcriptures cannot be broken,” without © putting *. 


aſunder what God hath joined together.” 
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We hayz now compared the ſentiments of two 
apoſtles, and find them to agree, that the calling of :; 
his people is according to the foreknowledge' and 
eternal purpoſe of God. Let us now inquire for 14, 
a moment, whether John has ſaid any thing which 
correſponds with our ſubje&, or whether he has . :; 

left/his teſtimony againſt it. He has ſaid Come ::® 
things about our loving Gad, and of God's loving | *:; 
us. How does he ſtate it ? Does he ſay, be loves us * 
becauſe 4e firſt loved him ? (This indeed would look '; *: 
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like the notion of our being ele&ed becauſe we be- !}% |} 
lieve.) ' But does it appear 'to you, my brethren, '+ 


to'give that glory to God which is due to him, in  -:: | | 
every view of our ſalvation ? No, certainly ; |Jet } |} 
us then read it right, and cheriſh the important :} } 
idea; We love bim becauſe he firſt loved us. God's - :} | 
love to us, is antecedent to|our love to him ; yea, EF | 
it is placed by John in this paſſage, and by other 1in- - * | 
ſpired writers, as the efficient cauſe of our love to :; 
"him, God, ſpeaking by the prophet Jeremiah, |of ::- 
Ifrael;, faid, © I have loved thee with an ever/a/ting 
love, therefore with loving kindneſs have I drawn- ;:* | 
thee.” You will obſerve |it is not here ſaid, ah +! -! 
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though it is true, I will love thee, but © I have lov+ 
ed thee with an everlaſting love.” 


It may appear unneceflary to add any furthep 
proof, but it would ſeem improper not to notice 
what our Lord has faid on this intereſting ſubject. 
A little before the death of Jeſus, when he had 
concluded his valedictory addreſs to his diſciples, 
he * lifted up his eyes to heaven, aud faid, Father, 
the hour is come : glorify thy Son, that thy Son 
may alſo glorify thee ; As thou haſt given him 
power over all fleſtz, that he ſhould give eternal 
life-to; as many 'as thou haſt given bim.''* Chrilt's 
univerſal dominion is here aflerted, and a plain rea» 
fon aſſigned for it, i. c. * that he ſhould give eternal 
life to as many as his Father had given him,” It 
every individual of the human race is given to 
Chrilt in the ſenſe of this text, it will conclude 
firongly in favour of the ſalvation of all the hus 
man race; but it this limiting clauſe, as many as 
thou- haſt given him, means only ſuch as believe ; 
then it eſtabliſhes the ſentiment under conſidera- 
tion, that all that ever have, and all that ever will 
believe, were given to Chriſt in the covenant of 
redemption-betore the world began. This text, if 
it has any meaning, and I believe you will allow 
that it has, muſt mean that Chriſt has many given 
him to whom he has not yet given eternal life, 
For it follows, * and this is life eternal, that they 
might know thee the only trae God, and Jeſus” 
Chriſt whom thou haſt ſent.” Very many, we 
_ would humbly hope, whom the Father hath given 
to Chriſt, have not yet been called by grace 3 per- 
haps millions that are yet to be born. 


4 » (h&ILE; 
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- This perfectly agrees with what Chriſt had ſaid, 
when repreſenting himſelf under the character of 
the good ſhepherd ;* * And other ſheep I have, 
which are not of this fold ; them alſo 7 muy/# bring, 
and they /oall hear my woice, and" there ſhall be one 
fold and one ſhepherd.” |The viſible flock of 
Chriſt at this time, had been colleRed from among 
the Jews. The goſpel had not as yet been preach- 
ed to the Gentiles ; but Chriſt had ſheep among 
them, which he ſaid he mu/# bring. And though 
hitherto they had remained deaf to the voice of 
mercy, yet, ſaid he, they ſhall heer my voice. © Thy 
people ſhall be willing in the day of thy power.” 
This perfeftly harmonizes with the apoſtle, that 
he hath « predeſtinated vs to be conformed to the 
image of his Son.”* 


Indulge me, my hearers,| to add one remark 
more under this head. Our Lard, no doubt with 
a view to impreſs this ſentirpent more deeply up- 
on the minds,of his diſciples, ſaid to them, © 77 
have not choſen me, but I have choſen you.” That 15, 
ye did not firit chooſe me, as the cauſe of my 
chookng you. Simon Peter, and Andrew his broth- 
er were not ſeeking Jeſus when he found them, 
but mending their nets, Matthew was fitting at 
the receipt of cuſtom when Jeſus called him, and 
for aught that | appears, wholly bent upon his 


found him ? Was he ſecking him, or perſecuting 
him? Certainly the latter. | Was it not the caſe 
with many of us, that at the moment when our 


ttention was firſt arreſted, we were thoughtle(s 
Loa ſecure, and felt not the leaſt motion of heart 


* John x. 16. | + John x, 26. 
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towards the bleſſed Jeſus ? Shall we not hence 
conclude with the apoſtle, that « we love him 
becauſe he firſt loved us.” And that the gracious 
calls of his Spirit, by which he brings us to repent- 
ance, are according to his eternal purpoſe. 


Here, my brethren, is a foundation which looks 
permanent : The fixed, eternal purpoſes of the 
great Jehovah. Theſe cannot be ſhaken by all the 
oppoſition of carnal reaſon. They ſtill remain as 
immoveable as mountains of braſs. - What foun- 
dation beſides this have we to build a hope upon, 
that ever another ſinner will be converted ? Can 
it be on any thing in the heart of depraved man?! 
Certainly it cannot. Both reaſon and ſcripture 
forbid ſuch a concluſion, If we cheriſh at all the 
plealing hope, of the future enlargement of Chrilt's 
Kingdom, it muſt reſt entirely on this conſideration, 
that God has ſaid, © I will work, and who ſhall let 
it ?” But does God carry on this work of his 
Spirit in the hearts of men without any previous 
delign ? without any plan ! changing and accom- 
modating his purpoſes fo as to meet the exigency 
of things? Can any thing take place to produce 
{uch a change which was not known before ? and 
could any thing be foreknown, even to God him- 
ſelf, which was not previouſly certain ? To anſwer 
theſe queſtions, we need only to attend to the 
voice of truth, which ſaith, © I am God, and there 
1s none like me; declaring the end from the begin= 
ning, and from ancient times the things that are not 

yet done, faying, My counſel ſhall tand, and I «will ds 
all my pleaſure.”* | 


* Waiah xivi. 9, x6. 
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" What majeſty and glory ſhine i in ſuch anguthi 
as this! How calculated to raiſe adoring ſenti- 

ents in the mind of the humble Chriſtian ! On 
this high ground faith takes her ſtand, and caſts 
her eye over the wide range of diſtant ages, and 
ſees the accompliſhment of all that God has prom- 
ſed. Without this, there can be no certainty that 
either the prediftions or promiſes will ever be ful 
billed. It is difficult to conceive how any future 
event could be predicted, unleſs the divine purpoſe 
ſtood ſecurity for its accompliſhment. In ſhor?, 
give up.this, and all will be/ plunged in uncertain- 
ty. All muſt then depend bn the volitions of de- 
prayed man, whuch are ever changing.. But, blefſ- 
ed be God, this is not the caſe, All is fafe in the 
hands of our exalted Redeemer, through © whom 
we |have obtained an inheritance, being - prede/ti- 
nated according to the purpsſe of #134, who worketh 


all things. according to the counſel of his- own 
will,” * 


Thus, brethren, you | ſee that your calling 
ſprings from the eyerlaſting| love of God, and relts 
wholly upon his immutable purpoſe. In what- 
ever way this change has heen effefted, or what- 
ever means have been employed, you will be con- 
ſtrained to acknowledge! that it is all of grace. 
Whether your minds have becn gradually impreſted 
with a ſenſe of your loſt condition, or whether 
you have been ſuddenly | arreſted and turned 
Poke if in either caſe ypu have been brought 


o embrace the Lord \ Jeſus Chriſt, yow may relt | 
ured that you have beep called according to his 


purpoſe 
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From the unuſually ſolemn attention which 1 
have obſerved while diſcuſſing this important fub» 
je, 1 cannot but hope the arguments baye made 
a due impreſſion on your minds ; and that every 
belicyer will ſee, that his ſafety reſts not upon any 
thing in himſelf, but upon the eternal, unchange- 
able purpoſe. of God. Who, my brethren, that 
contemplates this amazing plan of grace, can for» 
bear exclaiming with the apollle, O the height, 
the depth, the length and breadth of the love of 
God! It is high as heaven ;- it-reaches t9 earth z 
it began in cternity z it extends to eternity! But 
I proceed, 


IL To ſhow, that all who arc thus called do 
rcally love God, 


There are many Chriſtians who often doubt 
whether they have been favingly called, and con- 
ſequently doubt whether they ever loved God 
aright. With a view to determine this point fat- 
isfactorily, we will briefly explain what is meant 
by loving God, and then, produce ſome of the evi- 
dences which prove the exittence of ſuch a tempers 


To love God in the ſenfe of our text, is to feel 
and exercite a temper of heart, correſponding it 
fome good degree to the requirements of the di- 
vine law, That law which requircs us to love 
God with all the heart, foul, mind and ſtreagth, 
38 a tranſcript or exhibition of the moral perfec- 
tions of God. It is the fame under every diſpens. 
fation, It claims our obedience from the immes- 
diate Telation we ſtand in to him as our Lord and 


Lawgiver. Our obligations are founded in the 


(#)) 


we have capacities to love an amiable obje. 


\ This heavenly temper can never exiſt in any 
proper degree, but where the undivided affetions 
of the heart are ſupremely placed on God, No 
rival can be admitted. And however ſtrong our 
affetions may appear for ſyme endeared created 
gbject, they will all be ſubordinated to this, when 
the heart is zightly exerciſed. 


Do any of you, my Chriſtian friends, begin to 
ſuſpet yourſelves, whether you are the ſubjeRs of 
this holy temper ? We will now place before you 
lome of the evidences by which you may try 
yourſelves. 


4+ | This love embraces with delightful compla-: 
cency the whole of the Divine Charafter. This dif: 
tinguiſhes it from a falſe or ſpurious affedtion, 
which generally fixes on ſome ſingle attribute, ſuch 
as mercy, or goodneſs ; but is wholly unreconcy- 
ef to juſtice and- holineſs. True love rejoices in 
God becauſe he is God ; becauſe he is juſt ſuch 2 
being as he is. His "We and government appear 
perfetly right. The pious heart often exprelies 
the language of David, © O how love I thy law.” 
The innumerable obje&ts which ſurround the-be- 
lever, cach bearing ſome mark of the Divinity, 
ſerve as ſo many conduQors\to lead his thoughts 
to God. His ſoul ſweetly reſts in the divine 
"Kvvur, and exclaims with holy ardour, « Whom 
Fave 1 in heaven but thee, and there is none 98 
\carth that I deſire beſides thee.” 

| C 
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haturs and fieneh of ©hings, and can never 7 y 
ſo long as God continues worthy of eſteem, and 
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-This heavenly temper is fot leſs viſible in ad- 
verlity than in proſperity. ©, Sometimes God is 
pleaſed to hide his face from his ' own dear chil- 
dren, probably to bring them. to repentance for 
ſome forgotten fin, or to*try the ſtrength of their 
love. You may now find them © caſt down, but 
not deſtroyed.” They go mourning from day to 
day as without the ſun'; and are often ſaying to 


themſelves, < O' that" I knew where I might find 


hin”. Still' ſeeking; and till diſconſolate, ' they 
aſk the watchmen, «© When faw ye him whom my 
foul loveth.” I mourn an abſent God, and noth- 
ing can ſatisfy my ſoul but the returns of his love. 


>. Another mark, or evidence of our love to 
God, 1s, an unfeigned love to thoſe who bear his im- 
aze. * We know,” ſays the apoltle John, © that 
we have paſfled from death to lite, becauſe we /ove the 
brethren.” But is this a certain criterion+? ' Are 
there none that love Chriſtians but thoſe who have 
been born from above ? There are none who love 
them with a right” aftection, but ſuch as have the 
love of God in their hearts. It is a diſtinguiſhing 
trait in this love, that "it attaches to the divine 
image, and to nothing elſe. It forms x union, or 
onenels of foul, which cannot be formed upon any 
other priticiple. © He that js joined to the Lord 
is on? Jpirit.” * If we love God whom we have not 
Teen, we ſhall certainly love our brother whom we 
have ſcen:; 


% 


Tt is not-to be doubted, that many ſerious #&@& 
HMecung” perſons, who have - never experienced 
Taving-change, feel a regard' and veneration 


Chrilians, whici they do not for'vicious perſons. ;. 
 TROAT «, 


| 
| 


C29 |9 
but this differs, after all, front Chriſtian love.” Can 
it be ſuppoſed that any but a parent -ever knew 
that peculiar diſtinguiſhing love which parents feel 
to their tender offipring ? Ttis"T fa that they" do 
nor. Many have thought they did, but when they 
came. to be parents .they. knew to the contrary. 


| 
| 
| 


$o others, before their converſion, have thought * 


they loved. the. children of God as Chtiſtians love 
one another ; but, when they came to experience 
a change of heart, they have found an nffettion to 
the diſciples of Chriſt, totally different from what 
they ever felt before, 


''3. A further evidence of our 1-ve 1s Cod, and of 
our being called according to his purpoſe, is manifelt- 
ed by a"cheerfal okeaichce to' his commands, 
Where the divine law is Imprefſ=d upon the*heart, 
It 15 2 ſure pledge of intereſt in the new covenant, 
and never” fails of producing obedience fo the 
whole revealed will of God. | Our Lord lays this 
down as a teſt of our friend{hip to him. * Tf ye 
love me, keep my commandments.” Again; he 
ſtates it © more poltively, © If a man love me, he 

will keep my words,” Not all the fears of hell, 


nor dread of- future. puniſhment, ever produced 3 
ſingle act of acceptable obedience. The real Chrif- 
tian 15 not driven to duty by a {laviſh fear, but 
drawn bythe conſtraining influence of divine love. 
Animated by. this noble ſentiment, duty becomes 2 
pleaſute, and. the. Cro/e of Chriſt his chief glory; 
The moſt difficult and ſelf-denying precepts are not 
yous, but, Joy ous: He'd lights to do the will 
of God, becauſe it is his will. "He ardently defires 


"oy happy period, when he will be entirely ©Qns 
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formed in: heart and temper to the holy will of 
God, TI add, 


4- This holy affeftion is alſo manifeſted by a fins 
cere delight in the worſhip and ordinances of God, 


The public worſhip of God ſeems dehigned, not 
only to impreſs the mind with a ſolemn reverence 
for the Supreme Majeſty, ut to furniſh the ſoul 
with an occaſion of delightful intercourſe with 
God. Hence theſe ſeaſons have been highly prized 
by good men in every age. Who can fully con- 
ceive of the pious joy which animated the choſen 
tribes, when. repairing. to the hill of Zion! They 
preferred the holy ſolemnities of the temple above 
their chief joy.  . With what inimitable beauty 
does:David exprefs the feelings. of his heart, when 
lamenting his abſence from- the houſe.of God! 
* How. amiable. are thy tabernacles,, Q_ Lord of 
boſts ! My ſoul longeth, yea, even fainteth for the 
courts. of the Lord ; My heart and my fleſh cri- 
*eth out for the living God.” © As the hart pant- 
eth after the water-brooks, ſo.panteth my ſoul at- 
ter-thee, O God, , When ſhall I come and appear 
before, God ? Theſe, my brethren, are the ſenti- 
ments. and fcelirigs of all who "E: God, who have 
been called according to his purpoſe. 


We ſeldom, if ever, enjoy more- of God, than 
when waiting upon him 1n ways of his appoint- 
ment. When he is graciouſly pleaſed to favour 
-us with his divine. preſence in his ordinances, our 
Joys riſe * unmeafurably high, and heaven begins 
below,” 
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th devout pleaſures. What precious ſeaſons 
have you enjoyed within theſe walls! How often 


Chriſt diſplayed in his goſpel, fo as to loſe fight of 


every thing but God ! And although like Anna, 
you could not abide in the temple day and night, 


yet| you have carried a ſweet favour of religion 
with you into the buſineſs and concerns of: the 
week. | I truſt that many of you could appeal to- 
day to the great Searcher of hearts, who knows 
the ſincerity of your affetion, that you often'moſt 
ardently long for the return of theſe precious fea- 
ſons. You place them among your happieſt mo« 
ments ; and look forward with joyful anticipation 
to that day, when you will join your kindred fſpi- 
rits above, to worſhip God in the beauty of Holi- 
neſs. But I muſt not enlarge. | 


1 amifar from thinking that I have deſcribed all 
the exerciſes of the ſoul by which the love of God 
manifeſts itſelf ; but: theſe | muſt ſuffice for the 
preſent. 


III. We proceed to conſider the unlimited dec- 
laration in-the text, © that all things work togeth- 
er for good to them that love God, to them"who 
are the called according to his purpoſe.” 


'T have ſcarce time to glance at this part of the 
ſubjeRt, but would briefly. obſerve, that if there 
were not another promiſe.in all the book of God, 
this, if fully realized, would be ſufficient to ſup- 
port the believer under all his trials. © All things 
work together for good. It is| not faid that * all 
things,” ſeparately conſidered, or of their own nas 


4 (ou are not, my Chriſtian friends, ſtrangers to. 


have your ſouls been animated, with the glorics of 
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6-4") 
ture and tendency, work for the good of the be- 
liever ; but, (let the idea never be forgotten) it is 


under the controlling agency of our covenant God, 
that all things are' made ſubſervient to our good. 


Some things are in-their nature: ſo-oppoſite to 
the happineſs of the behever, that it permitted to 
take their own courſe, they would work his eter- 
nal ruin. Such 1s the nature and tendency-of all 
fin and unbelief ; and ſuch would be. their final 
ue, if not controlled by the gracious. interpoſi- 
tions of Heaven, | Hence the oppolition.of the ene- 
mies of religion 1s, not to be eſtimated. by. the injury 
produced, but. by ,what was intended. ,. Could we 
beheve- the language: of: the. text, would . it not 
ſerve.ta.calm. our minds; under the: croſſes and tri- 
als of: hfe ?. But fo flow are we to-.-learn, that, at- 
ter having expericnced /in innumerable inſtances 
the truth of this promiſe, yet, when beſet with 
new "trials, we cry 'odt withs:Jacob of "old; '* All 
theft things are againſt me?” | God:ſometimes ar- 
rays himfelf with-terrors, and effects the:purpoſes 
of his love 10 ſuch myſterious ways, that his-own 
chjldren are billed with amazement.* 


& re uſually: called to encounter "trials and 
fries without _ permirted/ tor tec” their 


at 


diffi 


* This was the*caſs when David attempted to bring the 
ark from Gibeah-to Jeruſtiem, _ His. carrying 4t ppon a new 
cart (Was. contrary to God's po'itive command. _'The breach 
that. was made upon UzZah; Was a very trying, dark diſpen- 
farieh ; yet it was overruled,-no doubt, for good,;'to texch 
Dividand:alt others the.impoetayics* of / adhoring: to:politive 
anſticngions 2s they are delivered to: us. - \ 'Fhe fame may be 
Hai of the death of Anamas and Sapphira.—But what a mer» 
cifal check: was given by this, event to all hypocritical Pres 
tenders to religion |! | 
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final iſſye. -It- is in this way only that our faith 
and love can be properly tried. Had Abraham 


| 
| 
| 
/ 


known beforchand what God intended in calling 
him to offer up his ſon, we ſhould never have dif- 


cerned any great degree of heroiſm in his faith. 
He might indeed have ſhown| conſiderable zeal 
in repairing to: Mount Moriah, and with great pas 
rade have erected his altar and laid the wood in 
order ; but had he known, after all, that he had 
anly to offer up 4 ram. caught in a thicket inſtead 
of' his ſon, it could not have beca conſidered as a 
very high expreſſion of love to God, But taking 
the account as it is, and it exhibits one of the ſe- 
vereſt trials, and at the fame time one of the no- 
bleſt inſtances of unwavering faith, of magnani- 
mous, undiflembled love recorded in the hiſtory 
of man. Abraham, by this tranſaction, proved 
his love to God; and by the iſſue, God. proved, 
that all things work together for good to them that love 


him. 


The promiſe in our text is dehgned to be of com- 
mon uſe to all believers. It comes to their relief 
upon every occaſion, It travels with the Chriſtian 
through the whole journey of life, and;reits with 
him at every ſtage. Whateyer may be the allot- 
ments of Providence reſpeQing him, whether riches 
or. poverty, proſperity or adverlity, all ſhall work 
together for his good. The temptations of Satan, 


the oppoſition of wicked men, and even the ſtrug-. 
gles| of the old man within, ſhall all be overruled . 


for his good. , Should one trial follow another. in 


ſwift ſucceſſion, like Job's meſltngers ; ſhould the | 
dark clouds of adverſity collect with ſevenfold. 
blackneſs ; : the believer may calm his mind with | 


| 
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( 24 ) 
this conſideration, that all ſhall work for his good 
in the end, however painful the operation. O 
how privileged is the good man ! Who would 
not, like Moſes, & chooſe rather to ſuffer afflic- 
tion with the people of God,” (if this is to be the 
end of their ſufferings) © than to enjoy the pleat- 
ures of fin for a ſeaſon?” Surely nothing. can 
harm ys, if we be followers of that which 1s good. 
We ſhall ere long come off conquerors, and more 
than conquerors, through Him who hath loved 
and given himſelf for us. Then ſhall we fee, with 
greater clearneſs than ever, God's gracious deligns 
in permitting the ſorrows and afflitions which 
betal us in the preſent hfe, and ſhall be fully fatis- 
hed that all -have contributed to promote our 
greatelt happineſs. They that come out of great 
zribulation, wul be finally preſented before the throne 


in robes waſhed white in the blood of the Lamb. 
But I muſt draw to a cloſe. 


1. From the ſubje thus opened and explained, 
we ice molt clearly the ſafety and happinels of the 
people of God. They are ſafe, becauſe that, con- 
formably to an cternal purpoſe, they are in Chriſt 
Jeſus, and conſequently freed from condemnation. 


This is evident, from their efefual calling, from 
their love to God, and from their walking after the 
Spirit, and not after the fleſh. "They are happy in 
what they now enjoy, and from their intereſt in 
the promile in the text, that all things ſhall work 
for their good. What a firm foundation, my 
brethren, does our ſubje& preſent, for our hopes 
to reſt upon. © The immutable, eternal purpoſe of 
God ; his unchanging love and faithfulneſs, ac- 
companied with the moſt gracious declarations and 


I _ 
—— 


EFT VIE ICE. os 


UI <3 F 


a "*. © 
" "a AST. me ; -f 1. a 
#4 hf RR». TY "EY F jt 
F = 
l 
2 
: 


miſes ! Will riot a conſideration of theſe things 
erve as a conſtant ſtimulus to duty ? Will they 
not bind us in everlaſting obligations of gratitude ? 
& While we were yet ſinners, Chriſt died for ns," 
Yet he had died in vain, had we been left to our- 
ſelves. We ſhould have |Rill continued in our 
lins, and remained enemies to the goſpel, had jt 
not been attended with * the power of God, 
Who hath ſaved ws, and called us with an holy call- 
ing; not according to our works, but according 
to his own purpoſe and grace, which was given 
us in Chriſt Jeſus before the world began,* 
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In this deep laid plan, what amazing riches of 
grace do we behold! < God's kindeſt thoughts 
are here expreſs'd.”” Boundleſs love and mercy 
have burſt forth upon the children of men, tothe - 
aſtoniſhment of angels ! And have you, my brett. 
ren, been made the happy participants of this grace, 
while many around you -ſtill' refuſe it ? Let 'me 
exhort you, to live to him who died for you. 
Let' your daily condu@ and converſation witnels 
that you have been with Jeſus. If you have a 
ving intereſt in Chriſt, you! will not walk after 
the fleſh, but after the Spirit. \Your trials maybe 
many and ſevere ; they will probably be ſhort;; 
and while they continue, they are all at work 
(whether you perceive it or not) for your greateſt |, 
good. _ When you ſhall be finally prepared” for 

————. your inheritance among them who are ſan&tited, 
| Chriſt will receive you to that © kingdom which 
was prepared for you from the foundation of the 
world.” * And ſo ſhall you' be ever with»the 
Lord.” D 
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2+ Our ſubject ſuggeſts the only ſolid ground 7 
& of hope to the anxious ſinner, Has he not long 
E been trying every effort, which an unrenewed 

bo heart can make? And what relief has he gained ? 

None at all, Nor can he expe&t any from this 
quarter. In vain tis ſalvation hoped for from the hills, 
or from any thing elſe, but the infinite mercy. of 
God, -Can you place any dependence upon your- 
ſelves, that you will ever -be any better until. re- 
newed by grace? If you have any acquaintance 
with your own. hearts, ſurely you. cangot. But 
you may aſk, Can there be any hope for a wretch 
ſo vile as I'am ? for one who has ſinned fo long 

againſt light and love, and all the tenders of mercy ? 

Hear the gracious anſwer of God himſelf ! « Thou 

haſt deſtroyed thyſelf ; but in me is thine help.” 

From the-very circumſtance of your being awak- 

ened, you have reaſon to hope God has deſigns of 
merey- for you. Jeſus hath faid, « All that the 

Father. giveth me ſhall come to me ; and him that 
cometh to me [ will 1n no-wiſe caſt out.”* Are 
you really burthened with fin ? Can you adopt the 
language of one.-of old, & I mourn as. a dove 

-mine'eyes fail with looking upward ; O Lord, I 
am-opprefied, undertake - for me ?”'f Then hear 
the inviting voice of Jeſus'; + Come ' unto me, 
all ye that labour arid are heavy laden; and I will 
give you reſt.” OQ that you may know the ſove- 
ragn, diſtinguiſhing love of Chriſt, in your efec- 
tudl calling; that you may be enabled to give your 
hearts unreſervedly to- him, and enjoy all that 

peace and conſolation which reſults from believing, 
I add once-more— 


* John vi. 37. + Iſaiah zxzviii. 14. 
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( 27 ) 
That there is no other foundation on whi 
of any deſcription can |build a hope of mt 
vation, but that which is laid in the eternal purpoſe 
of God. Many have faid, If this dodrine be true; 
it [1s very diſcouraging. But it may be aſked, 
What is there to encourage them if this doarine 


be/not/true? Is there any thing in depravity which 
would ever lead a {inner to God ? If fo, we have 


miſtook its nature. The ſinner, whoſe heart is to- 
day in| oppoſition to the goſpel, will remain the 
ſame to-morrow, unleſs changed by ſovereign 
grace. It would be the moſt cruel of all deceptions, 
to flatter him, rhat if left wholly to himſelf, unem- 
barrafſed by a divine purpoſe, he would do well 
enough. Though oppoſed at preſent, yet at ſome 
future|period he would undoybtedly be willing tg 
forſake his fins and turn to the Lord, This is 4 
very plauſible error; but it is the very height of 
deluſion and falſehood. As well might you expe. 
a ſtream, that had been deſcending for ages, tg 
turn about of its own accord, and aſcend to its 
ſource, 


Do any of you, my dear hearers, begin to make 
the ancient, though too common objeion ; If all 
is dependent on God, « Why doth he yet find 
fault ? Who hath reliſted his will ?”” Nothing which 
| can do can alter the divine purpoſe ? To this I 
reply ;| You may relt aftured, that God has never 
purpoſed to ſave any 10 impenitency and unbelief ; 
nor to \damn any, who repent and believe the goſ- 
pel. Are you not commanded to * ſeek firſt the 
kingdom of God and his righteouſnets ;"*—to 


| 


” Matt. vi. 33- F Luke xi 


© ſtrive to enter in at the| ſtrait gate ; '1—ta 
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life ;'**—to < repent and believe the goſpel.” | 
If theſe are are commanded duties, under the goſ- 
pel diſpenſation, and you live and die in the negle& 
of them, be aflured you will not be condemned for 
what God has done, or not done, but becauſe you 
have violated the holy law of God, and neglefted 
and deſpiſed the great ſalvation. O that you 
might feel your own 1mpotency to every thing 
that is good, ariling entirely from your oppoſition 
of heart to God ; that the Spirit of the living 
God might awaken in you'a deep and affecting 
lenſe ot your necd of ſalvation ; and that you may 
be enabled to. © ſeek the Lord while he may be 
tound, and call upon him while he is near.” 


You will not think that we, who preach the 
goipel to you, feel indifferent towards you, or un- 
concerned about .your . eternal well-being. Far 


from this, with all the tender folicitude which 
your 1ituation, and our own accountability can 
inſpire, we endeavour to ſet before you the whole 
countel of God ; and ceaſe not to ©& pray always 
for you, that: our God would count you worthy 
of this calling, and fulfil all the good pleaſure of 
his goodnels, and. the work of faith with power.” } 
To -the infinite- compaſſion of that God, who is 
* able to ſubdue all things to himſelf ;*” and who 
1n_ all the gracious operations of his Spirit does all 
things © according to the counſel of his own will,” 
we commend you,. through Jeſus Chriſt, to whom 
be glory torever and ever. AMEN, 


* John vi. 27. + Mark i. 15. Adts xvii. 30, t John ik. 24 
$ 2 TheC i. 11. 
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